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tftseoled Oklahoma from the

risk of getting hitched

The overgrown country village by
the Potomac lays claim to a posses
sion of a higher percentage of women
of marriageable age with a lower per
cent of opportunity than any com
munity over which floats
and Stripes not excepting the man
deserted sitting rooms of the high
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= browed and aust rd dame bf the
of the liniyersJB xbr Virginia

Aihgre the coy tnsj lass ofvty
Southland has been left in solitude
while her possible mate sought else
where realms of greater activity To
substantiate which claim though she
likes them not the burg of the broad
avenue and the bouquctcd beauty
quotes the figured

recency completed police
reveals 17000
more wpmcn iathe city than men
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which is rather a startling majority
Pout of a total of less than 330000 It
signifies that for each 100 men there
are 111 women in the running These
discouraging figures however are but-
a shadow of the real plight in which
a woman in Washington finds herself
for the social conditions that surround-
men in the Government service who

make up the lists of possible
matrimonial candidates are such as to
discourage marriage ana wlKToy tn
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is O oWDto i9 teaacc1 jibe fail

jpf his restraint the victim Ispinkeds-
pTrsoon that the rank and file have
liina chance at him There are many

than 17000 unmarried women in
WashTngion for the Government

not marrying man and there is a
doomen spinster in the city for every
o of those who persists in his nar-
row selfishness
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Thee social conditions are peculiar-
In the Government service there is the
occasional man of exceptional ability
who succeeds in riding roughshod
over red tape and getting to a place

is worth while without losing his
official head in the attempt Practi-
cally the only route to high places
however is througi secretaryships to
Cabinet officers and these places are
for but the few The rank and file
of the men of the departments are
then reduced to two classes the
young cl rk who serves four or five
rears and in the meantime studies
law or medicine and the crusty and
confirmed clerk who htis never mus-

tered the courage to break away
The first of these is bending all of

his energies toward a given end with
his eye always on the old home a
future professional career and pos-

sibly a sweetheart waiting for him
under the old elm tree He is not a
man who will marry The members

of the second class have not found
the force to give up their sure salary

from the Government or are merely

of the capacity of clerks and incap-

able of anything further These

marry often but as often are cynical

and blase selfcentered and satisfied

with the attentions they receive from

the numerous sex and travel

the road to the end complainingly in

their narrow rut

ASHINGTON Is a city with
little activity outside of
that which is in connection
with the administration of

affairs of the Government In
has alxqays been discouraged
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position te begrime If with the x8t
of the smoke stack JEfce la
departments cannot feeque h their
places to their sons and ashSF-
tonlans JEteing constituents
have riftaJH opportunity for Appoint-
ment

10 carve themselves out
careers but the young women remain-
at home

What Attracts the Women
There are many thugs that aid to

this local tendency a the of
Washington to become a city of

There Is the constant pun of
the Government upon the women fevery section The stenographer who
is but ordinarily efficient is able to
secure 2 a month mere ia the Gov-
ernment service than out of it The
Strl who gets 5 a week in a store wm
more than double her Tacoma If
takes a place in any of the Govern-
ment departments to say nothing af a
month off each year for vacation
eight hours a day and all the holi-
days

These attractions of course draw
the women But alas when the years
have begun to bring the gray hairs
and the homemaking instinct
stifled gnaws their hearts away they
realize the four of leaving the tele-
phone booth the typewriter or the
cashJershlp at the restaurant in their
native towns They come to realize
that in these positions they would
have met the active young men of
business men who really do
things worth while who are too
busy to follow the social whir so
get their wives from tfoe women they
meet in the pursuit of their careers
This heritage of opportunity has been
greater than of their sieters of wealth
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f hut they have

are 73 Tromen in the
in Washington These art un-

married with the excepdoa of a few
for the seperalTOle te that wosaaa
severs her with tile Gov-
ernment when she marries They are
mostly women who support dependent
members of their famfltes

f unattached female population
f this army of women less titan IS

percent are under toe age or twoaty
years This is a striking con-

trast with the ngures showing the age
of the female breadwinner throughout
the country for of these latter 44 per
cent are under the age of twentyfive
The average age of the women in the
departments te thirtyseven years and
there are S3 of them that have passed
the age of sixtyfive But one per
cent are under the age of tweety and
these promise to get over it

The woman who eaters the depart-
ments very rarely marries There is
e minimum of opportunity even when
she is young and In those days she is
roud of her independence and the

salary she draws and stow to give it
up where two would have to tare on a
similar Salary Work m the depart-
ments at Washington weans an al-
most certain
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A Oily of Women
Aside from the Governmental serv-

ice Washington te strongly a cry of
women Members of Congress and
others from the outside coming to the
Capital for the session bring their
wives and daughters but the sons
have business sad stay at home The
formal functions of society appeal to
the women and they bring their
daughters to be presented at court as
it were

At the theaters there te often caus
tK comment upon a display of a box
fuIi of TOOK magnificent girls aceom
j mied by one or two narrow
ed Government clerks that you re-

member having seen while doing
departments-

The predominance of women in con
with even pre-

vails in the tourists that vMt it One
Cues not meet the same class of peG
011 the sightseeing wagon there as
in New York It is a different race o
pEple that files through the corridors-
of the Smithsonian Institution front
that which trods the Great White
Way

The tourists who cosae to Washing
ton are mostly women of the

class They are Interested la
storing the mind with knowledge of
a recognised class such as may be
paraded before the Friday Night lit-
erary Club whoa they get back home
They want to tell their friends that
they sat in the same chair that held
the Father of His Country and have
climbed all 5 of the steps leading
up Washingtons Monument Were
they men they would be the class that
take their wives with them rather
than those who travel for pleasure

But they are not men The tourists
who visit Washington are ill per cent
women school teachers laying up
stores of information for the edifica-
tion of young America or seminary
girls en tour likewise for instruction
as their conductors believe but with
more eyes for a flirtatious wicked

titan for the spot where Brad
dock landed to march into the wil-

derness But they are withal a studi-
ous serious lot on the surface aad are
looking for the light of learning that
edifies and feels strangely at home in
Washington for the whole people have
come to assume an air of learned dig
nity in the Capital City that is intouch
with its history and institutions and is
on the whole very ladylike

Under these conditions Washington
throws down the gantlet to Boston
She declares she will give any deter-
mined bachelor in the world a longer
run for his money than can be found
elsewhere on the map She offers him
variety for her T omen are mado up
front all the grrUes that the broad ex-

panse of the country can furnish
There Is the hale fellow girl of the
Padre coast who will pat him on the
back and call him old man and the
girl with the drooping eye and lisp
from Mississippi There is the corn
fed girl of liberal dimensions from
Mteeduri and the girl from Ohio who
makes her Rs a clarion calL The
said from Massachusetts who knovs
it is not done right elsewhere wilt vie
with the girl of the Rockies who is
aware that the Utes do not oome from
Utah They will all be alter him in the
nations capital with a handicap for
the girl who saw him first sad the
devil take the hindmost
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WHAT WASHINGTON CAN OFFER

the hailrfellow girl from t he Pacific coast who will pat a man
on the back and call him old man

The girl with the drooping eye and lisp from Mississippi-

The cornfed girl of liberal dimensions from Missouri and tke
girl from Ohio who makes her a clarion calL

i The maid from Massachusetts who knows things are Ala
right elsewhere and the girl from the Rckies who is

the Utesdo not come from Utah-
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